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Che Guevara was a dashing rebel whose epic dream was to end poverty and injustice in Latin

America and the developing world through armed revolution. Jon Lee Anderson traces Che's

extraordinary life from his comfortable Argentine upbringing to the battlefields of the Cuban

revolution, from the halls of power in Castro's government to his failed campaign in the Congo and

his assassination in the Bolivian jungle. Meticulously researched and full of exclusive information,

this work illuminates as never before the mythic figure who embodied the high-water mark of

revolutionary communism as a force in history.
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With a figure this inspirational and controversial, it's amazing that no authoritative biography

appeared on Che Guevara until Anderson completed this one three decades after his death.

Anderson has really delivered an impressive and strongly researched bio into this interesting

character. We learn that Che had a comfortable middle-class upbringing in Argentina and even

earned a medical degree, but ended up fighting for the world's downtrodden. He also had severe

asthma but still managed to become a rugged jungle revolutionary. After traveling around Latin

America he ended up in Cuba as Castro's right-hand man during the revolution. This episode in

Che's career contributes to the main problem of this book however. More than half of the book is

dedicated to the years just before and after Castro's seizure of power in 1959. Che certainly had a

large part to play here, but his life story is lost in Anderson's coverage of Cuban events and politics

during those years. Thus for a while the book is no longer a biography but a political history that is



only somewhat related to the main subject. Apparently in his research on Che, Anderson unearthed

so much information on the Cuban revolution that he wanted to use all of it, and accidentally wrote a

second book on Cuban history and placed it in the middle of this one. This is still useful if you're

interested in that topic, but as a result this book becomes far more rambling, long-winded, and

unfocused than it should be.On the other hand, in the rest of the book Anderson definitely succeeds

in showing all sides of Che's personality, both good and bad. Like the best of biographers,

Anderson doesn't judge his subject and lets the facts speak for themselves. And what we have is a

highly contradictory character.
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